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,* "resNy released Census 2011

, , data has revmled two alar-
ll ming facts. As many as 78

Iakh Indian children are forced
to earn a livelihood even as they
attend schools whi-le 8.4 crore
children don't go to school at all.

Although the share of wor-
king students is low compared
to the whole student population,
the numbers are sulliciently big
to show how much importance
is placed on education by famili
es and the children themselves.
They also point at the increa-
sing cost of education, which
shonld ideally be free for the age
groupof 5to17years.

Among students who work,
57oo ar€ boys, the remaining
43oo are girls. Not surprising in
a country where women acco-
unt for only 27o o of the workfor-
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32%. Howthisallects the child's
learningprocess is yet to be stu-
died but it surely is not doing
themanyfavours.

The other equally shocking
dimension is that 8.4 crore
children don't go to school at all

- that's nearly 20% of the age
group covered under the Right
toEducationAct.

Boys and girlsmake up near-
ly the same proportion of the
outof-school segment. But,
contrary to popular perception
that children don't go to school
because they are forced to work,
the Census data shows thatjust
19% of them are working some-
where. But it's notas if the remai
ning 81% don't have to work. Ma-
ny of them muld weII be doing
domesticchores fromfetching
waterto lending a hand in whate
ver vocation their elders are en-

cacdin.
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ce because patriarcha-l attitudes
and lack of jobs force them into
domesticwork.

Of working students, some
of them as young as six years
old, 689i, are into marginal
work. That's work which iasts
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for six months or less - predo-
minantly agricultuml orar.tisa-
nai in nature. But they also ser-
ve as unskilledhelperc indiver-
se enterpriseb. Main rvork, or
work that continues ymr ro-
und. is thefate of the remaining
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